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Minutes Of A Spzcial Feeul.:g OUn Squarres Knapweed
Held it Nephi, YJtzh Novemesr 3, 1954 at '1:15 p.m.

Thnse in Attendance were:

' Carl Frischkrecht, Directr Utah Extensinn Service, Lngan
Ernest 0. Biggs, Tooele Chunt’ Agent, Tonele
‘m. R. Judd, Tneoele Courty hssessor _ ’
Ross anans, Tnoele Couniy Commissinner
Ted Robertsnn, Land Owne., Spanish Fork (5th Morth & 2nd East)
Dick Robertson, Land Owner, Spanish Fark
Hal L. nlchelsen, ‘Juab County #eed Committee
B. R. Ellisnn, Teéd & Sced Supervisor, State Dept. of agriculture, .."%
Salt "Lake
J. Pratt illred, Bureau of Land Mana:cwent
Jo &+ Pnmenke, Bureau of Land Management
C. Wa ne Conk, Range ¥anagement Department, U. S.“.C’,'Lovan
Louis A. Jensen, Extension Agronomist, U.S.a.C., Togan..®
D. C. Tingey, Agronomy Department, U.S.A.C., Logan
Hliss H. Crandall Assistant Directnr, Utah Agricultural Exp. Station
Rodney G. Rickenoach,:ﬁillard Crunty figent, Fillmore
Blaine Rnbinson, Millard County #eed Supervisor, Hinckley
Ralph H. Horne, Assistant, Millard County Agent, Delta
Haton Sakey, Lehi:
F. k. Anderson, Weed Supervisnr, Utzh County
S. R. Bnswell, Utah County Agent, Frovo ° '
Elmer D. Taylnr, District Agricultural Inspectnr, Prnvo
C. R. Lomax, Comnissinner, Juab Csunty
Ee. R. Francnm, Commissinner, Jua: County "
W. Lo Hoyt, District JuAge, Nephi
E. Alton,Elvertsnn, Ofricer kanagsr, ASC Fona
Ariel Jnrgenseon, Commissimner, St:ite Department of Agriculture
Ray Burtenshaw, Juab Ccunty Agent, Nephi
The mecting was called to nrder by Yr. Carl Frizchlitnecht wheo stzted
the purpose nf the meeting and revzewed briefly what had been dane ~n the
problem up tn now. He mentiszed the previnous meeting held here on
September 23, ard the azsignzants thut were made as fnllows:

l. Get a pnsitive identification of the weed.

2. Learn as much as pnssible abnut the histor; of it.

3« Hold meetings with weed cnmmittees of surrounding cnunties to
acquaint them with it and nrganize surveys.

Lo Visit seed plants tn acquaint them with it and ask cnoperatinn
in preventing its spreag.

5. PFormulate plans for research on its habits and pnssible cnntrol
methads. .

6. Meet again here early in Navember tn hear repnrts and decide
what action tn take.
ariel ‘Jnrgensen then tnnk charge of the eeting and served as chairman.

Louis Jensen was appointed secretary and was instructed tn take minutes.

. ir. Jorgensen made snme intrnductery rerwis calline for cnoperation of

everyone cnncerned with this problem.



Bliss Crandall related hnw the weed had Leen reported in May, 195L,
and snecimens collected oy Ray Burtenshaw and Louis Jensen for identilicaticn.
It was first thought that it was Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea 'aculosa).
Later when better specimens were obtained a positive identification was made
bv Arthur Holmgren, Curator of the Intermountain Herbarium and arthur
Chronquist of the New York Bntanical Gardens. ‘The weed was identified as
Squarros Knapweed (Centaurea Squarrnsa). These taxonomists state that it
comes from the Ficddle East and they have nn previous record of it in Nerth
fmericae. '

i report was presente? by.Bernarcd Ellison of the work he and Louis
Jensen had done as. assignec in the Sestember meeting. Together they met
with county weed committges of Tnnele, Utah and liillard Counties. Plant
and seed samples of the weed were shovm to these grnups and the prnblem
explained. Each county agrwed to makz a survey to determine if this weed
is present in the county and meet in Novemter to make a report. Ellison
and Jensen also visited the seed plan:cs in Salt Lake and Delta tn acquaint
them with the problem and ask their ceoperation in helping to prevent its
spread in commercial seed. :

Se Re Boswell introduc2a F. K. Anderson, Utah County ‘'eed Supervisor
and Dick Robertsnn, cwmer of some nf the infested land. They reported
making a survey of the sheep ded grounds on the desert winter range and
also the area where sheep 2re unloaded at Soldier Summit for the sumrer
range, and also the roads in each vicinity. In the past few years, the
sheep huve raaged on the infested area just prior to veing moved tn these
areas. None of the weed was found in any of these places.

hriel Jorgensen.reported that Squarrns Knapweed had been nfficially
declared nnxinus recently by the State Board of iAgriculture.

Lauis Jensen reported on investigations as to the possible history of
this weed in the state. A Mr. Horgan, employee of the icIntrye Ranch was
shown a specimen of the weed ard claimed thut he had seen it near the
grain elevators when he had first come to work for them in 1928. A i'r.
llortensen, an employee of the Moody Bros. Seed Company in Delta claimed
that he saw it in 1938.

i‘r. Robertsnn reported that the infested area had been uszed for an
emergency landing field as .ate as 19:0. The railroad has been there abnut
50 years. ‘ :

Dr. Wayne Cook reportei on the surver of the infested area by him
and his assistants from the Agricultural College. This was needed to
determine the extent of the problem -ard to see what research is needed.
A general reconnaissance survey was mcde with men traversing the area on
lines 1/8 mile apart. He passed out maps with the infestations marked
and explained them as follows: They found a dense stand on the area of
the .wheat field nnt plowed “his year, and a much less dense stand on the
part plowed this summer. It was found on the road nout to Tintic Junction
and on U.S. Highway 36, gnirz west L} to 5 miles out from the elevators.
It goes out on the rnad toward Eureka and on Highway 6, ta just north
‘of the f.ammoth Filling Statinn.
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It was found on the railroad only aboéut 3/L mile in each.directinn. from
thé elevatars, There is a spotted infestatinn on the range land north of
Highway 36. VFain infestatinn is south £ Highway 36. The infested area
would take in a little more than one township or abeut 10,000 acres. It
appears that livestock and vehicles have spread it. It isn't likely to
go out on desert ranges because grwth is made late. ‘e need not be tns
alarmed about it on the range. However, it is nf concern in crnp seed.
It apparently will compete with, but not crnowd nut, native vegetatinn

on foothill ranges. It is relativel: unpalatable, but livestnck will
utilize it where they are forced to d», due to a lack nf anything better.
The plants are dlfflcult tn distinguish from ditch aster and wild lettuce,

Reports nf county survej. were maje as follows: Juab County - Ray
Burtenshaw, Their survey agrees with that of Wayne Conk's except they
found it all the way to Eur:%z and a little bLeyond.

Tooele County - Ernest 3iggs. Reparts were received nf it in two
locatinns, but investigation of these proved them false. The only place
they found it was abnut two miles inside the Tonele Cnunty line on
Highway 36.

THllard County - Rodney Rickenoache Consideraule time had teen spermt
driving in a car and making spnt checks, but nome was found.

Utah County - S. R. Boswell. None found except on edge of county
north of BEureka.

Dr, Carl Frischknecht asked the grnup tn discuss now what should be
done including educational wark. Ariel Jorgensen stated that he felt we
should infarm those who nperate in the area such as the stockmen, etc.

Rodney Rickenbach pnsed the questinn: Just how serinus is the problem?
Some dlscu551on of this followed. i

Bernard Ellison stated that the seed trade doesn t seem to be worried
about the adverse publicity it might oring.

Ariel Jorgensen remindad the gronp that we need to take a practical
approach to the prnblem. The land ovmers have the first responsibility.

D. C. Tingey was asked to tell aktmut the characteristics of the .eed
and what methods are recommerded for its control. He stated that we know
it is a deep-rnoted and prnbatly long-lived perennial. Burs nr seed heads
are carried and are telieved wo be the main means ~f propagatinn. us to
contrnl methods, we do nnt know yet but it is believed that it can bLe
contrnlled fairly easily on crnp land oy clean cultivatinn for two years.
There is a question as tn practical methods of control on range land. The
spraying dnne this year with 2,4-D prevented seeding but as vet it isn't
knewn what success was nbtained in killing the ronts.

The proposed research is: Study the plant and its habits, Study the
need as to germination and length of time it will remain viable,
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Trials on determining the effect of tillage including deep tillage and
regular clean cultivation; The effect of the different chemicals at
different stages of grnwth. rate and kind; The actual cost to clean the
weed up by different methmus; Séudy re-seeding or how to replace the
present weedy vegetatlon with more desiravle vegetation.

Ariel Jorgensen again asked for recnmmendations as tn what shruld te
done and considerable discussion follawed.

Bernard Ellison stated that it is still ton soon to decide »n a
quarantine., ‘e need research on practical methods of control,.

D. C. Tingey pnlnted cut that thic problem empha51zes the need
for a rather complete weed .mrvey in *ae state. The questinn is, how
much of a problem is this woed likely tn be? ;

One nf the Juab ununty Commissioners stated that they d1d not want
to spend public meney on éontral’ unt1¢ We have determlned the best met-
hnds and can have an effective prograr, - Let's conduct sur ressarch be-
fore we gn out on a large scalc progra.i.

Blain Robinsen said he would like t» see the main area quarantined to
keep livestock out. A discussion folloved as to a practical way to contral
livestncke.

Judge Hnyt stated that he thought we should censider eradication nnw,
before it spreads further.

Dr. %ayne Cnnk asked to express his own persnnal npininn and rec~mmen-
ded the fnllowing: Be practical and allow research tn vrecede any drastic
measures. For the present, follow a prograz of supressinn and preventinn
of seed prnduction uy plewing the tillavle land, spray rnads and railrnads. °
4 committee shnuld be appninted to work out details. The grnup should
meet again next summer nr fall to apD*alse the accompllshments and plan
a program for the next vear.

Hntinn by S. R. Brswell and secnudec by Dick Rnbertson that a crumittee
be apnointed for this purpnse. lotion carried. Each asency agreed to
appnint a representative to this committe=, ‘

Ariel Jorgensen was aspointed chairusan of this crmmittee and agreed
to call the group tnaether in the near Iuture to wnrk out some recommen-
datlnns.

i‘eeting adgourned at h 30 p.m.

I"'inutes taken by Louis Jensen



